Canada

The nation of Canada is the northernmost country in North America and is found in the Western hemisphere.  Canada’s landmass extends very far north into the arctic and it shares a border with the United States on its southern boundary.  It is bordered on the east coast by the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean on the west coast.  Although Canada has a population of about 33 million people, it ranks second in the world in total land or area.
Canada is a very diverse country that is made up of many immigrants and people of different ethnic backgrounds, although there is also a considerable Aboriginal population that inhabits the land.  It is a bilingual country where the primary languages spoken are English and French.  Ten provinces and three territories make up this nation of modest and friendly people.  The newest member to this group is the territory of Nunavut, located in the far northern region.  The largest city is Toronto while the nation’s capital is Ottawa.  Both cities are located in the province of Ontario.
Canada is home to a variety of natural landforms and resources.  The Rocky Mountains stretch along the western part of the country through the provinces of British Columbia and Alberta and into the United States.  The province of Ontario is home to the five Great Lakes and the waters that border the Maritime provinces on the east coast are known for their abundance of fish and seafood.
Famous Canadians include Alexander Graham Bell (inventor of the telephone), Wayne Gretzky (hockey player), Frederick Banting (inventor of insulin), Nelly Furtado (singer) and Jim Carrey (actor), to name a few.
Iconic or stereotypical symbols of Canada include the beaver, the moose, maple syrup, the maple leaf (also included in the national flag), Mounties and the sport of hockey.  The coffee chain of Tim Hortons has become a more recent national landmark, with stores in virtually all cities and regions.

